
DOMENIC DON'T SURF. He is o
record colleclor. lf I hove ony
desire to recrd the self-importont
spoutings o{ o rock 'n'  rol l
wonno-be. l'll pick up Sossy, not
Longboord. Pleose, don't mor
your olherwise odmiroble publi-
cotion by printing onymore of
his idiotic dreck (lt's commonly
spelled dreck, by the woy, with o
"c". Sort of like dick I looked it
up). This little chimp knows noth-
ing obout music ond even less
obout surfing Hos he ever
picked up o guitor? Does he even
know where the reverb knob is?
Hos he ever picked up o surf-
boord? No, no, ond no. lf he hod
done ony of these things, per-
hops he would reolize -- if it
mokes you wont to go surfing,
il's surf music, whether it fits
some liny-broined record collec-
tor's definition or not. Todoy, surf
music is moving forword, iust like
longboording. li does not sit in
the trough, woiiing for o
groundswell o[ nostolgio to give
it o lift. lf ir did, it would be rere-

goted to the obscurity of conven-
tion center record shows, ond
Hendrix's prophecy would come
irue There's plenty of room for
both old ond new school
opprooches to surf music todoy,

iust os there is in longboording
We do not disdoin the old music
-- *ould you throw out your
'68 Yoter Spoon iust becouse you
got o new Siewort? Of course
not But you wouldn'i soy thof Bill
Stewort doesn't know how to
mqke surfboords, either,

The Mermen ore lhe most
importont surf bond since Pri-
ore's beloved Beoch Boys. Jim
Thomos is one of the most tolent-
ed, innovotive guitorists to hit the
music scene in yeors. ls there
onolher bond thot hos broxen
genuinely new ground in the surf
genre since the '60s? The Mer-
men ore to surf music whot the
New Longboording is to surfing.
Old school fundomentols ono
soul, combined with the energy
ond vitolity of fhe new

Here's whot Domenic soid

obout the Mermen: " surf
music is rock & rol l ;  i t  hcs
melody, dynomics, ond the beot
is os cruciol os $e guitor. h con
rescue you from the stoner drek
(sic) such os this "

Heret whot someone erse
soid obout the Mermen, when
given o "blindfolded" listen ro
Food For Other Fish, their 1993
releose: "Now I like thot! Thot's
innovotive! Thot sounds like
something l'd be doingl Thot
stoggered line; l've olwoys been
into syncopotion things. Big
bond music hqs q lot of thot.
Mon, ihot wos greot. I like to
write with visuols in mind."

You know who soid thot?
DICK F#%&!NG DALE!!! THAT'S
wHo!! !

The Mermen's music mokes
you think obout the limitless,
ever-chonging, mighty oceon. lt
gives you pouse. lt gets you psy-
ched- lt reminds you why you
surf. For o surfer, itt like being in
church.

For Domenic, I guess the

wote/s o little too deep.

-Dick Dole ouote lrom BAM
Mogozine #441, Sepiember 9,
1994

Sincerely yours,
Hugh Gurin
Son Froncisco, CA

PS. lf you need o music reviewer,
l've been surfing for sixteen
yeors, ploying music for six, ond
writing mosl of my life. Enclosed
ore o {ew reviews.

A reviewer s/oms o bond you're
fond of. You lounch a screed our
woy, stroifing lhe outhor's lock
of toste, his occupotion, and
physicol oppearonce (and, indi-
rectly, our editorial decision to
run the piece). Then you osk for
o iob. Am I woy out of line in
wondering if you're o buffoon
of the lowest order? Probobly.
Send us o satchel of something
exotic, ond I'll reconsider. lJntil
then, your submissions ore, uh,
on file. -Ed.
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