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I 'he Memen, who hai l  fmm rhc c i ty by.
t l rc bhy, are ndrng a lat  wave to fame and
cr i t ical  acclarm tor therr  a l tcrnal ivc ! 'surf '

music t hat blentts hypoorrzinp rhyrhms with
dnvrng. r l tsrorted. r rverb-soakerf  wai l ing
gurur xrurx\  - l  h is nrusic,  which' l  homas
descr ih l ts as "very physical ,"  has given his
band a wcl l - rec<-rgnized name in the bay-
ci ty nrusic scene, as wel l  as al l  across the
e( )u nl  ry

I  l ronras drxsn' l  exact ly buy that "surf

nrusic" label  a l together Even rhough his
inf luences includc Dick Dale and the Vcn-
tures who sparkcd thc whole surf  th ing in
the f{)s,  rh is New Jersey boy feels thar the
ntrrsr  . . l r t r r r l r l  r1rc i r I  f r , t  i lsc l f

"Wlren t l re nrusic is thc nrusic ( l r l t  nroves
pcoplc lor  whatcver reason, that 's when
i t 's  real  l 'he labels conre m<lre f rom tht ,se
wlro \ !  i l lc  l r lxrul  lhc rrrusic (han those who
play i t  1 'hc best reviews we get are f rom

' l  honras,  who just  happens to be a die-
l r r r t i  surfer,  carr ics his board wi th him
wherever the band goes, just  in case thc
waves are cal l rng his name.

"Our music is more related to thc real i ly
ol  lhe ocean and my own exper iences rath-
er lhan buying into the whole idea of  surf  , "
added' l 'homas

- l 'heir  f i rst  studio album, "A Glor ious
l .ethal  Euphor ia,"  has garnered praise f rom
sevcral  publ  icut ions,  including spots on the
" l lcst  of '95" l  i  s t  s in both Guitar Player and
(;urtar World magazines Guitar World
had this to s8y Bbout the Mermen: "Post-
l lendr ix psychedel ia meers rampaging,
bal ls- to- the-wal l  surf  gui tar  on rhis th ink-
rng man's shred album."

The band's name, as you mighr have
guessed, der ives f ronr a J imi Hendr ix song
cal led "1983, A Merman I  Shal l  Turn To
Be," I t  scems a f i r t ing t r ibure to the man
whose rnusic has inspired Thomas'  p laying
the nlost  The screaming feedback you' l l
hcar on "Lethal 's"  f i rsr  t rack,  "Pulpin '

' l . inc,"  is  ref lect ive of  Hendr ix tunes l ike
'  "  l 'h i rd Stone From The Sun."

'  ' fhe Mermen, who have been playing
logether for  seven years,  are constant ly

' elranging what thcy do. "We're very growth
orrcnted, we'rc always playing nery mu-
sic," said Thomas. This is clearly evidcnt at
tlre rate that lhey have bcen cranking out
the lunes. Their 1994 releasc "Food For
Other Fish" bccamc a top-scllcr in thc bay
arca. In 1995 thcy rcleased "A Glorious
Lrthal Euphoria," and have just recently
released a six-song EP titled "Songs Ofthc
Cows "

The Mermen were also recently hon-
orcd for outstanding art ist ic schicvcmcnt
i r r  nrusic 8t  thc San Francisco Bay Guard-
ian's 1995 Goldies Awards. "A Glor ious
l-cthal Euphoria" was the #l album of the
year on San Francisco cof lege radio stat ion

The M.ermen, Jones Thomas bring their
instrumental act to the Oronoka Saturday night. (Courtesy Photo.)

from such r gnarly radio station, one of thc
top college stations around," said Thomas.

The Mcrmcn, who will stop for a show
at thc Oronoka on Saturday night, arc in thc
midst of a national tour that slaflcd JEo. | 6
and will to straitht through March 20.
Thomas said thc grueling, thrcc month cn-
dcavor has bccn "fun." Thc tour hss brought
thcm to such cxotic placcs as Hollywood,
Ncw Orlcans, Miami, Philadelphia, New
York City and Orono.

The Mermcn arcn't cxactly slrangcrs to
our lovcly home in thc ice. Thcy playcd
during last ycar's rain-soakcd Bumstock

fcstival. When asked if hc was disappoinr-
cd about the turnout at last year's show, he
realizcd that thc poor wcathcr had norhing
to do wilh thc ovcrall crowd's atritude. On
thc Bumstock '95 CD, you can hear Tho-
mas ycl l  " l 'vc never sccn anything l rke
this!  We'rc coming back!"

They are men of  their  word Saturday
night should bc a g<n<J intr<xluction for
lhosc unfami l iar  wi th Thc Mernren's in-
s l rumental  groove. Said Thomas, "You
play whcre pcople want you to play Peo-
ple who l ike th ings that go down prerry
smooth probably won' l  l ikc our band "
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