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Surf and tutt
By Jeff Stratton

I  inr
I  Thonrrs

J rarely opcn
his rrrorrth
rvhen pcr-
fornring with
his barrd thc
Mcrurcr,  but
off-stegc he'll
talk about
anything Just
becruse gui-
tarist Thonras,
drunlnlcr
Martyn Jona
and bassist
Allcn
Whitnrarr are
an lnstrurnen-
trl unit prc-
ducing a hi-octane swirl ofpsycho surf
nrusic. it doesn't mean Thomr is content
to lct the music spcak for iself.

For instancc, hc docsn't hold back
rvhen questioned about the rccent resur-
gcncc ofinstrumental surfand the new
scene in his homc ofSm Fnncisco thatt
teeming with bands naking muic not
unlike the Mermen Doe Thomas take
any crcdit for that?

"l dont grw the Mermen any crcdit
firr anything," hc np ftom his aparmrent
overlooking Ocean Beach. "I likc to givc
other peoplc rcdit for iropiring mc, but I
dont give us crcdit for rnything but play-
ing music." But 30 rconds latcr he erults
about a night on the tom wherc hc
stumbled upon a trio ofnry surfban&
- the Neptun*, the Tikitona and
Huevos Ranchem "They wrc amazing
I was so blm awy by the music. I rcally
fclt there ws rcmething futuristic therc
th:t rus moted in thc prt."

Yet that's a common uponsc heard
from first-timc inductee into thc
Mermen! style of music - ccrtainly
orving sonrething to thc surf mcssrge of
Dick Dale or thc Vcnturrs - yct plapd
with a balls-to-thc-wJl cnergy that has
translated into a hedthy amount of
respect and admintion for the band, and
not only in San Francisco April brings
the trio back to the Boulder/Dcnver area
for the second time in r month. The
bandi last pcrforrnmce at the Bluebird
Theatre rcsulted in a complctcly packed
house of overuhelmcd rttendces It
scenrs l istenen want to give these guys
crcdit for sonrcthing,

"C)ur audiencc has just gndually built
up over sevcn years," Thoms rclata
"Each tinre we play r place therei more
peoplc therc We 've played wery singlc
club in San Francisco over and ryer and
ovcr and over But now," he sp proudly,
"s,c're at rlrc point whe rc w're headlin-
irrg our first shorv ar the Fil lrrrorc - one
ol-thc ricest plrces to play anyuhere -
orr  r  l ; r i t lav nic l r r"

The M"man rra golng to hclp us torget that we're r
landltrkad peoplc s'hen thelr sea foam wrshei up nexl
reek.

Ending up
at t lrc posh and
palenrl ball-
rurn ntust [r
comforong to
the riq
who'w had
mtrbles wlren
tt cornS to
rourrng
becatre pe
moten often
dont knw
what to do
withmirotnr-

. nrcnal band a
silgle-nrinded
s the
Memcn.
Thom

rcmmben trc mrsmtchcd pairings in
Botrldcr with the Frcddi I lenchi band and
Skmkin' Pickle tlur he "didnt think w
appmpriatc." Playing in Gont ofan audicncc
unAmilia with thc music m:ks him uncry,
he seys, and alm him to shw mtnint

"We play *ris psychedelic surf thing
that in i6 most exmmc form ges rcally
kinda noiry," he sys. "So when I scc thce
kind of crcw& my instinct is to hold back.
The bat audienca for me rc the ona
who know what the Mermen do and like
it and wnt it md ask for it. Then we'll be
ablc to ruke it biggcr and mzier."

The Mcrmen! lst two CD relcass
are both big and crzzl: A Glorious lzhal
Euphoria znd Songs of thc Cou (both on
Mca-BIuemoon) exhibit u cnormous
sound captrincd by Thomas' gigantic
guitr swclls and the swcping cincmatic
scope of the amngemcnB Thcrel no
necd for lyria in the context ofrnusic
this complcx and huge, but Thomr'
need to thrcw wild-sounding titles on
them hclpr de6ne cach one Hct serious
about thcm, too: a journalist rccently
pegged Thomas as "prctentious" and
took him to task for a Latin mme of a
tnck on Clorioru, a linc from a pocm by
Honcc that Thomas lovcd. "That writcr
ws prcjccting what hc thought onto my
rcality," he sys indignantly.

Thc reality is thar, [:tin names or
not, the Mermen have caroed out r sur-
real surfcorc with a near ecclesiastical
appeal and a vibe that could only have
comc from the City by the Bay. I

Tha l,Lrrncn lre back for ttrro ihona in
the !re!. On Wednelday, ADril 24, ,. .
theYll br with th€ Mudihartr rhd . .
'Strhford Prison ErDcrlment rt tha For
theatre. 1 135 l:ith St., Bouldcr, !t I
o.m, Tlck.tr 8re 15.25. Call 447-0095.
Then on Friday, April 26, you can ree
them at thG Blueblrd Thratre, 33t7 E.
Colt0r Denyer, !t 8 p.m. Tickets sre 17;
(ell 322-2308. M€n's Club oorns and !
soc(ial s(reenino of Lu( 8e3rcn'r under-
*ater clasric ldrnt r witl takc place
durlng thc Merm€n'r ret.


