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"Projections of illuminarcd giant mol-
lusk fossils against the wall, rhe dance floc
sways in aquadc pulses, the drums rip ard
roll as melodic and sharp as the pacific
crests pounding on blond beaches. The

guitar howls like a formation of amplilied 1968 song, 'A Merman I Shall Turn To
seagulls diving down on a schml of perch, Be," is he elecric undenuarer symphony
$e bass rides like a phosphorescent tide. that redefined music and that is why hc
Get your gills wet, the Mermen are in named his band'The Mermen..
own." - DI. Honsson

To guiurist and songwriter Jim Thomas,
0p late rock 'n' roll legend Jimi Hendrix's

Thomas has spent 20 years of his lifc

Contlnucd on Fte lE

Crackdown
Drives More
Homeless

Matrix

into Strrset
By Michd Sainbcrg

Thc Inncr Sunsel District's
bomelcss population has becn
gtowing sfurcc the lv{arix cract-
down began in the Haighr
Ashbury in l{arch. Sorp owners
arc fmding morc pcople slcepuU
in thcir dmrways, and the num-
bcrs of people asking for morcy
in thc Ninth Avcnue and lrving
Sreer area is incrcasing.

Craig Dawson, of the Inner
Sunset Merchans Association,
said he has gecn a dramalic
increase in the area's nuhbers of
homeless peoplc following SF
Mayor Frank Jordan's high-pro-
file press conference oo Haighl
Steq in early March annourrcing
a concentration of polbe dEre b
enforce the lvlaair Plogram.

'I see hem now every mom.
ing sleeping in doorways along
Irving Street " Dawson obscrrnj.
"It wasn't like that before.'
Asked if he rhoughr lhis was a
result of Marrix in the Haight,
Dawson answcrod,'Absolutely."

Sarah Kim, owner of the
Coffee Merchanr on Ninrh
Avenue, a half bloct from
Golden Garc Padq also has noted
an increase. "ll sEflcd about two
wecks ago," she said March 26.SUnset District Middle Schools to tre Resfrrrnfrrr.oJ



Mermen Mix Ja-r, Thrash and New Ag.
Cmthuod lrm pagc I
surfing. Raised near the oc.ean,
bc ordered his fust surlbonl by
mail before he was l0 years old,
and is poud of his collection of
surfer magazines that date back
to 25 yean ago.

He and bass player, Al len
Whitman, another refugee from
$e East Coast, met several years
ago while both were employed
by Spiuer's Sound Sage in the
City. They soon joined forces
wirh Martyn Joncs, a British
drummer who had waked with
John Lee Hooker and The
}icnnen were born

Tlpmas and Whitman live or
Vrccue Sreer a few blocts fom
Occan Beach. The living room is
covcred with promotional pack-
cts, musical instrumenB, surf
boards and colorful posrers by
local artist Ron Donavan, ak.a
the Dule of llaight Street, who
creates original posters for the
Mermen.

Both agrcc thar the stccess of
$e band was an accidenr- "I had
bcen playing in bands fc a lcrg
time,'says Whitman. 'Ones ttrar
were real s€rious about what they
were doing. Well, the Mermen
were ncver really serious. We
jus enjoyed playrng - and sud-
dcnly everyone snfled paying
a&ntion to us.'

They are excited about how
fast things are happening to
lhem.

In March, they played the
Bottom of the Hill in Potrero
Hill. which was sold out, with
pcople being orncd away at the
door. This is the way it is for
these guys now a days. Their
hand new CD -Food for Other
Fish" with Kclptone Records is
selling well

Thomas says, *Bay Area gui-
wist Hemy Kaiser got a hold of
a deno ope of Thc Mcrmcn and
passed it ofl to San Francisco's
New Albion Recqds, who han-
dld new, avant-grde musicians.

"New Albion put the money
up for the sudio time, artrvork,
and manufacturing of the CD."
(It's now available at sbows or in
drc Sunset at Wise Surf B@rds,
whcre a couple of hundred have
been sold)

Over the last few yean, The
Mermen have performed with a
wide variety of musicians zuch as
The American Music Club, Sister
Double llappiness, Peal Hartor,
Grammy nominee David
Lindley, and even Tlny Trm.

AII over the club road map,
frorn thc Great Amerir:an Music
Hall, to the Esalen lnstitute. to
Slim's, and cven a place called
The Crocodilc Club in Totyo,
Japn.

Japanese promotcrs cbce thc
band aftcr scouting lardolt' New
Yort and San Francisco for a
gurp dnt would inroduce some
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$Dra lIfid-D.rd Dc Mcncn 0 to d nE Thmrs, ltrrtyn bnce rad
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Francisco Alrernative Music
Awards (Wammies), for besr
rttro band. Their television gigs
include Cl.lN's Surfer Magazine,
Thrasher Video Magazine,
Vrrom Cablevision's An Anrk
and the nationally broadcast tele-
vision shoq California Music.

Thomas's compositions are
influenced by his love for rhe
ocean and surfing but he says,
\lc dqr't think of our muic as
srf music, that's a 60's clich€-
ridden sound that's very one-
dimensbnal On sangs are r€al-
ly long and go lhrough a lot of
different keys with jazz, thrash
ard new age in it

-We have no lyrics so people
are confronted with an image
moving around in a mystcrious
way. Our audience ge$ de€ply
involved with guessing whar it's
all abour"
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new and innovative American
music o the Japanese.

Scvcral years ago, tby did a
post-comp€dtion event at the
DNA Lounge during the U.S.
Surfing Championships which
also fcaured John Blakely, corn-
poser of the Endless Summer
soundtrack, in a set featuring
insrnrmentals from that movie.

In the radition of great San
Frurcisco bands, they have con-
Eibutql to many commrmity and
cnvironmental causes. At Ocean
Bcach they played fu rlre 1990
Earth Day Celebration.

They have done five annual
benefit concerts for the local
Sunset Distr ict 's Surfr ider
Foundation: last year's event
gave thern the oppctunity to per-
form with Australia's Midnight
oil.

ln 1992 they won the San
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Middle School Restructuring
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diverse student body, which is
made up of many culoles.-

One committep is examining
new possibilities for class
scheduling and student-rorcach-
er ratios. Monsef 's daughter,
who auends Giannini, is one of
several students who serves on
tie Master Schedule Committee.

Saying she was excited by
guch an endeavor, Monsef said,
'This has not been done before.
urd we are looking forward to
making positiw changes.'

Like Monsef, fellow PTA
member Susan Suval said she
feels hqeful.

'The middle schol yers are
dilficult for parent involvement
because, at $is age, kids often
break away, and it is not the
ssme 8s in the elonantary school

'eas," 
she said.

'Auendanoe a PIA meetings
have been low, even when we
did all that parents at previous
mecdngs had suggested,' Suval
eddd. "Ttadidonally, he prents
get involved with the PTA and

strh activili€s h the gly echool
years, but during rhe middle
schml years, parents ofien just
disappea."

Suval said the restructuring
program is exremely important
and she fels tha with the School
Site Council now in place, par-
ents will bccome mae inrolved-

Elected councilmember Joan
Rice shares this hope. 'I think
orrce the resrucUning has nrt is
goals, parent involvemenl and
the PTA will bccone srronger.'

The Schol Site Council has
been meeting every Friday norn-
ing in the Library on the
Giannini campus.

Mcanwhile Herbert Hoover
Middle School is approaching
the need for change by imple-
menting new programs such as
the California Leadership
Program and the Teacher
Retraining Prcgram, among odr-
Grs.

How ftese changes will effect
the City's middle schools, cspe-
cial ly those in the Sunset
Disricu remains o be sen
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