
abq
Wherets a wave when you need

one? Wlld Li fe te l ls  you how to

throw a beach party In New

The Mermenr the Ventures of  the

t9Os, r lde the gnar ly instrumental

surf-rock tube to ABQ for three

nlghts.  Gldget isn ' t  Invl ted.

BtEalnoB€rto
IRtstIC NfIORITR

InsruD€ntsl nusic psfiFdhs drc
eorl rndr rut effodlcssly lhat
music wilh rvords.

lldnt ofa ryrqhony or a clsssical
guitr c rcally olil jaz. Tfuy can
fill armrn, tiftr itowt$brly with
olt aa mtictably intudfury. Sita
Ose aemrmr&oFoccss,0F
.mcfkn 6dt &ivtr llE msic ergrs
th rorl with brely a ripplc tlnilgh
dtchrfur

Srxh is 6e eftct ofth Mcnncn's
$rf-itryircd iltsttnmhls, whidt
@ intolhecpk! fuc?of tbccan
It's tlrc sor.rxl ofhsing yourselfin
tlE trsrce ofcraslting Yaves on I
quiel bcfih: h:/pnoticafly ptwtrful.

All tlut Zen wilh a guitnr, bns ald
drurn.

-Theaug ftunnotqmking
cdrEs ort 0rmryh tla body," srys
Brilri$ Jim Thrntw, cxplairring

why Mermen mrsic is so intcnse.
Holdm.
WNilrminuts.
Ttb is 8ll tcfrirg ftr loo Neu,

Age. I'n geuing th otcpc.
So I deftr to Tlpmas.'Ncw Age?

Yeab,Yandranted to bc in tbc
boAbrnnc woul&'ilcl linr," he
jokca-

-Ilrc cool thirgabol oakingmr
sic widr m wfirs is thdt p.ople haw
rnorl to figrre orn ft'8 jtrst music,"
be says morc mnmlly, souding
rmre likc a Sur Fratcisco erftr-guy
than a ctrzy c4ain ofbe cr)rsltls.

Thomrs' tme panllcls 0te l.ler-
nrar mwixl attiudc, u/hid is firrn-
ty ba*d in tlr Cslifomia srf<ock
taditioo. lhc smny, ssndy, flip
do$Ftlrc-dnr€rtltle pop oftle a1.
ly'60s TwmS/ Statocase$, udu-
lating melodies, tn:tFl badbeets
Bockgrurnd mrnic for tlrc ctxfless.,
$mm€f.

Th€ Verlnrres,lol thc lkrch Btrys.

Mexico. r lust

turn the page.

Dick Dalq rct Gidga.
Bul thc songr oo tlE Mcmeo'g

sclf+rodnccd dchl CD,'Food f€r
Otr Fistt " ftrtrN.'d ltre gcrtrE
with 0tcn hnguil s@ratity std
tclrnhl precisioo. "$rf music is
orjwpofpofut, ht0ne'e
nnrll much dcepc cxpressim," is
bowbssig AIca Whitnm do
sctribcs tlr Merrnusic. 'lt's rffi?
aggrcssirq has a nrcre cipnl q
p'moch rd docsn't rely on lcitsch cr
Binttrrich."

Whibdt ad& thdtbc firra|hrn
hc arurbo4hl wrs the Srrfais'
'Wipeout."t wr6 | I, ud itwas b
a nrpernorka, but I don'l hnw
why. lwasl l "

During the pst five years, tlt thir-
tpornahbg Mernm harr playcd
with $rflegen& like Tcnn Crrnn
ndDickDalq altenntivc hurds like

I
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Who?
The Mennen

When?
9:30 p.m
htdE,
Saturday,
Sunday.

Where?
The Dlngo
8ar, 313 Gold
Ave. S,W.,
2430663

Tickets
$s
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u^l)e t  (  t (uul lcy t ' ( )x l lca( ls
bcknv drc surlhcc itt a clcar plaslic tliv-
irrg tube. Fox, tlre story gocs, once re-
ceived 462 stitches after he was at-
tacked by a great white in 1963.

Fox must be a fun guy at parties.
T'he Mermen would like Fox.

Another ocean-going Natural His-
tory Museum exhibit is Deep Sea
Trea*swes.

Among the treasures: A display
about sonar, a replica of the Avin, the
Navy's deepdiving research subma-
rirre, plus old coins, jars, weaponry
and tools recovered frotn shipwrecks.

For information, call 841-8837.
And remember, when it comes to

sharks: Don't dangle your feet over
the edge ofthe board.

MERMEN fromDtl

Tips for  an Albuquerque

beach party:
r We have the sand. Don't

worry about the goatheads;
they take the place of glass
shards that litter Califomia
beaches.

I Pick out the apProPriate
music: Start with some rockin'
tunes. Try manly man Dick
Dale. He shreds!

Or, for an older crowd, try

sent to him by faru.
Somethingelse to

c'r r ttt, t the Beach Boys. For the vcr-
bally disciplined, the Ventures.

r For a hipper, on-the-edge
uowd, ry Agent Orange. TheY
do a killer version of "PiPe-
line."

rWhen a stupor is reached,
grab the Don Ho records, lhe
Frank Sinatra of tlre islands.

r When you want the PartY to
end, lay in "Balboa Funzone,"
bv the Adolescents. The first
chorus goes: "There's a riot,
riot. riot at the beach."

r Fill the tub with cold water
and add 5 pounds ofsalt. JurnP
in for a good time. For a true
beach experience, add a cuP of

r n flushcd loilet carr soutrd
l ike rvavcs breakir tg on the
bcach Soothing.

r Stand close to a heat lantp,
allon,skin to blister The pink-
ish nerv skin you'l l have three
davs later is mondo cool.

i tr it 's raining, grab your
board and head for the arroyo.
"Surf Ernbudo!"

r Make up surfcr nicknames
for you and all your ftends. "l
wanl lo bc Moondoggie " "Cart
I be Woody?" "l rvant lo be
Surt Daddy."

r  Vis i t  our owl)  bcach, ap-
propriately called Tlre Beaclt.
You might want to u'ait unti l
late sprirrg, when it actually
opens.

Midnight Oil urd "the nastiest thrash
bands," Thomas says. They've even
toured Japan. But their most mem(>
rable show? The answer comes in a
flash.

"Tiny Tim," Thomas and Whit-
man chorus.

"An hour and l0 minutes solid of
pop hits from Great Britain and
America from the I 920s," Thomas
recites properly.

"Everyone was riveted. The high
point was 'Tiptoe Through tlre
Tulips.' People stood up and went
crazy," Whitnan says. "Martyn
(Jones, the drumme0 urd I backed
tritu up without any clue what he
was going to play. He'd just say,
'Maeslro, in the key of G"'- WhL
man does a flowery falsetto - "and
go. We'd look at each other and just
follow along."

"Yeah, we've played with Dick
Dale, who's tlre manliest man on
FrrL\, and 0ten there's Tiny Tim.
t he polu opposite," Thomas says.
Tlre lr4emren lrave nmassed sotne-

what of a cult follow- 'fu
ing far outside their San H
Francisco home, wiilt- 'r":
out a record deal or out-
ward promotion. Two
weeks ago, tlreir CD re-
lease party at San Fran-
cisco's Bottom of the
Hill sold out and had an
hour-and-a-half waitin g
line. "lt's all word+f-
moulh," Thomas says.

Kinda like the booking of
the Mermen at the Dingo. It
seems that BellyAcher Ryan

il look for at tlre Dingo
show: super-groovy
Mermen posters de-
signed by the Kingof
Haight Street. Artist Ron
Donovan hasmade
bright, beautifully tiPPY

posters for all the big Mer-
men shows. Whitnan adds

thatsomeof Donovan's
Mermen posters decorate a

San Francisco apartrnent in the
upcoming film, "lnterview Witlt

a Vampire."
"They pan the room reallY slow,

and there they arc," he says. "They
used hundreds of them during film-
ing."

The future for the Mermen brings
a 3S-date Er:ropean tou in the fall.
Thomas' drcam tour? Again, no hes-
itation.

"New Zealand
"l've been thqe to surf, but not to

nlay."

Go fish:
In l ronor of  the Nlcnncn's v is i t  to oul  lh i r .  ar id state ,  t l lc

Happy Eater has compiled a l ist of occanic catirrg e\pc-ri-
enccs, stuc to nuke y'rtttt u'cck gtr srvinrrnirrgl;':

r Scagull Street (5{01 Actrdctrr; Rorttl N E ) sti l l  tcigtts rts
the rnost seau'ortlty tcslauntttt this sidc ol't lrc Par:i l ic Occart
Best sclection, freshcst catch lrrd a natrtical-bcachy anrbicncc
add to this Neptuttiatt night t)cck seatirrg i5 lrpctr, rrcallrcr
pennitting.

I  Maine-Ly Lobstcr (6210 Surr  l r latco l l l rd N l i .1 scncs
up the absolute freslrest lohstcr available in lhc stalc. The
t€st:trtrant uscs its orvrt plltrtcs lo slrip thc ltrsciotts cntsl:tt'clttls
from Down East.

r [;or lhe rnore ldr cnlru(]u:i, tt) '  l : l  l)cse ldtl It l t l ldo 1l{ I I
lsleta Blvd. S.W.). This tiny. unarsuttirrg Soudr Valley hirrrg-
oul scryes B:ria-st1'lc spicy sc'l l irod nrr,l lots rrl ' i t  Rr irrq tr
Ir rtnsllttor

t .n l l
For nrore
reshuranl
revlews, see
Ihe
Elec troni c
frib, our
compulcr i rcd
ntwt tervlcc.
Delal l r  on
Page 42.

Martino swung the Dingo's Miguel
Conigan a Mermen lape. Corrigan
flipped, called them up and booked
them for a weekend on he sPot.
Thomas doesn't find this too odd,
simply commenting, "Three nights
- that's high praise." He adds tlrat
Mer-people from L.A. and San Fran
are piling into cars and hoPPing on
planes for the Albuquerque shows
and that he has 400 or 500 bootlegs
of lrlemren shorvs stlshed awav. all


